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How can scholars develop ideas and enter a scholarly conversation even 

when it seems like there is nothing left to say on a topic? In this tokubetsu 
kogi, Dr. DiMatteo will discuss idea generation and the creation of research 
projects, while presenting on his scholarship and engaging with students on 
their own research projects. Dr. DiMatteo will share some of his recent work 
on U.S. education protest literature from his forthcoming book, particularly 
from the chapter on transnational American novels about international 
students which feature a kind of kikokushijo archetype that he refers to as 
the figure of the returnee. Works to be discussed include Teju Coleʼs Open 
City, Chimamanda Ngozie Adichieʼs Americanah, and Mohsin Hamidʼs The 
Reluctant Fundamentalist. Some of his other projects may also be discussed, 
including the DJ aesthetics of Paul Beattyʼs novel Slumberland and some 
works in progress. 


