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R---Richard Caraker
S---Shogo Takahashi
Y:--Yushi Akimoto

: Today, I want to ask some questions about English
study methods and your experience.

: OK. Thank you for coming to my office today.

: My first question is about your Advanced Communication
class. I really enjoyed your class, and I was able to
improve my English communication skill through oral
presentations. How did you come up with such a
communicative class?

: I've been teaching oral presentations for 32 years. My
method of oral presentation has evolved over the
years until I arrived at the current teaching method. I
think what is important to remember is that such
skills are not limited to English or any language. It is a
fact of life that students have to use such skills in
their classes, for a party speech, or for a welcome
speech of their club activity. Also, students who leave
university have to continue to give oral presentations
at the company, weddings, funerals and in many other
aspects of life. So, it is important for students to learn
about oral presentation skills. In addition, companies
want their employees to learn global oral presentation
skills because they think it is important. Actually, 'm
asked by various companies in Tokyo to teach their
employees the same skills that I teach in my
Advanced Communication class, and I do consulting at
Dentsu, Mitsui-bussan and Addidas. Therefore, I think
somebody needs to teach these skills in university, so
I decided to teach students these skills. Again, oral
presentation skills are not limited to any language. So,
you can use these skills in Japanese too. This is the
point I have in mind when I design my class. -+ (He
takes a book from the bookshelf.) What I teach in my
class come from the book “Made to stick” . I teach
students “SUCCES” based on this book.

SUCCES:---stands for Simple, Unexpected, Concrete,

Credible, Emotional, Story.

Y: Thank you. I'd like to ask you another question. Why

did you choose to become a teacher in Japan?

: Actually, at first, I wanted to go to a developing

country such as Myanmar or Indonesia because I
wanted to experience teaching in a country which is
very difference from the United States. First, I taught
in Thailand for one year. Then I married my Japanese
girlfriend. I decided to go to Japan with her.

Y: Do you like Japan?

R:

No. I love Japan! Especially, Yamanashi is my favorite
place. Yamanashi is a good place to escape the heat in
summertime. I recommend Motosu Lake and
Shosenkyo Gorge because at those places you can
swim in the summer. Also, there are many mountains,
so you can go hiking, snowboarding, and play tennis!
And don't forget, Yamanashi has many delicious foods
and drinks. I especially like Yamanashi’s fruits such as
pears, cherries, peaches, grapes, and so on. Oh, and
the craft beer in Yamanashi is great!

: These days, the qualifications such as Eiken and

TOEIC have become important in Japan. What do you
think is important when studying for these
qualifications?

: I think you are not doing your best if you study for

these qualifications as tasks. That goes for vocabulary,
grammar, and listening.

What I want to say is the way for you to improve your
qualification is not to STUDY but to USE English. For
example, get a part-time job where you use English or
read an English magazine about your favorite sport,
such as soccer. You can improve your English skills by
using the language you inputed through these
experiences while having fun. For example, you can
talk to foreign customers at your part-time job, or you
can listen to your favorite English music.

S, Y: Thank you, I'm glad to hear your story.
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